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LAU!ID;"R 1!I'" AIID BATIIlIlG 

!.!re . llildred 1 hllTe heard. my g!'llno:motn er Sh1nnberry. wbo 

b '3 yeers of ago , tell can, WftB born in 18~3 end lived to II 

times h~w laundering r.C8 01000 In pIoneer t ice9 . She auld that 

when ahe wag II gIrl thAt the r e "'9re no ,mah boards . and if '" 

thll7 had tub!! at ell tho; ' Iere 1'I00den onee cade at hoell .8ome 

of the people washed t he ir clotheo at the brook by pounding 

them chen on Il. flnt :rock or bosrd, othe rs "8aho j t hem by 

rubbIng them betn'Elen the hl:lod!l, l:Iu~b 88 women today " flah thei r 

fine ~19S , except 1tb1l rubbed more vigor ously . 
, 

EHm s i ter wash boar-de came into U88 • .I.Ir6 • Shinaberry 
~ 

WOuld noll uee one, but oontinued to W&8h b,. rubbing the 

olothoB with bar hande . 1 have Seen her do it maoy tir.lee . 

and ehe could put out a Wash almost as 'luickly no U· ahe hll..d 

used n boaad. The firBt wBsb board they had in the tamily 

"'{Ie a home cmds ono , mnds by CUt.t ing groovee acroee 8. la.rge 

board . This board WeB Ueed by the girls 01' the fl!ll:'llly . Tho 

first wash board t.he, evl'Il" bO""ht "",. "r th 
-0 ei r youngest 

d8u8htt;Jr LucJ':,aroWld 1900. lola ...... fa-tIt" , 
.~ ~ horove r. who lived 

neare r !ltOrBe and lin88 0: ragon 

mad ~bollrdS SOOner thaI! t hte . 

IlOunty 

!l<r.nuer 

transportation hell. fao t o ry 

I bal'e tlllk,, ] '-ith 1:l1!I1l'l 01" ~h I 
• • 8 0 dar citiz:oJla of 

end th", all elly t.nat lSWldor1ng 
'"lie done 11l thl. b., all ot the Pl0lleore . 

<h, 



, 

The BOe.P ,,'no also hOlllll mode . Thoy 

IIsh - hopper. This \'illS med II by pIecing 

h (;sl1el1 
built flhs t t e y 

boards v sh aped 

1':1 th s traW, aDd 
e trO"6h lC"d .. " ou \. of II log. It 1':0.8 Unad 

'ilhen spr ing cnno . f'ls ter 
IIshee .. ere put into th1e hoppe r. 

J drni ned dom l t h r o\lf"h the 

in to 

tho 

poure:l,<l.nl1y , int o the ll5hes . t 

CIlJJlII out "as n k ind of l yo us ed i n 
8She6 aDd the product that 

81l'f'ilcient acount of lye 1':8 8 obte in-

ed , they poured it , uto great iron ke t tles along wi th g r o as e 

and 'Hher things , the pro<l.uct ~88 whe t t hoy calle-i soft 6 0~p . 

This was poured# into bnrr ola and "'s s used for I n lUlde r ing: 

and all cleaning p=pooco . So"''' of th" old t imor& tell me thet 

the? lI'l"cn used 1 t fo r v"IlEhing the hei r and the;> &uppo s e fo r 

bathing !H! ,.ell as t hey cannot romember nn;:;> other k ind of soap. 

Uany say h01l8Ve.r that thare .... oS tOile t SOflP os f or bs ek 8 S , 

t hayc an r emember. :;ince t h lll soap did _not have a v e r y Jlleal5 -

(lnrnor . thay trie il. 1:. o scent it b., sti r ring it vlith eo 

SSSB~~88 s t iek or by pourins sRssafraa tea i n to the k e ttl e . 

4nd by tho wes c() SSofru~ ~ •• " • ".. , "~ urJnl: in th o Spring of the 

y~ar , h"o ,,1V1a,8 \.1""1] a " ~ ~o'it d i'" . u , . e r 1= for the p eople of t h l e 

eounty , 6t1 11 18 for ro~, cf ' t h f e . arm people , nna i t is 
,ery gooa , 

This 80ft 80np 
~:08 ho:r:-d 011 tho hande but 1 t b 

out h • :r:- Ought 
t <I dirt and l.hat 'me flhs~ th 1 

I eMU, rer:lellbor soap 
.. e p oneer "'onol) ~ .. an t e d , 

v"aa a El r l , l t 
!:lakinS do ;." , aud 'hOll I 

ws s r:ly job to kee p .... oter in th 
e e sh - hoP1Jer, thou,gh I h 

no t Seen one of th a ve 
eso old hopporo for a t 

'i'h'le o who Ilt1ll tll'll:.e th least twenty :lee r e • 
. ej r 0"'l1 eoep l'l!ll:e n hord 

thny u~e concllntra t cd 

eshes n~r .. "r" ,. erI"ll d. 
Hord VlOO. , 

" s has '" "era 

soap end 

Uaad , I'l l cl::ory 



~~It of thelu piollfl6 r s dId DJ t 1m:.lldor the ir c 1 otheo 08 

in put t! ng 

en i:1ellll Clothi ng fi lii of t on os we ,,"0 tQ d.ay. 

Bat h!ng 1ffl6 no t dono e o oft en o i t her . llsthiD6 

fecUi ties "~re poor and. t he pioneer ~ se Il bUB"'- preson whO 

"orked fl'OCl 1, t1'or" dnyU ght 'lUltil a ft-or dark 1n h 1 11 etruE't1 .. 

for a l1ve l.UI~o,," , t herefor e , tbey di d not ho ve no Duch t. i me 

for bat hins . Mos t of t he !!lan 11 d t hair bath i ng at t he cr sak 

ill summar , 8n~ they did litt l e of i t during the t 'iD t e r cont~ . .. 

"xoept to I':a~h the hq.nds Rnd facc lind occasi onal ly the ' tast . 

"'"en I OWl :r"l~._b" -h,n "d ' " h '., 0 La t ough t i t " oUld kill ~;o u 
tl) t uke a bU b 

IIo"u:ber un t l1 
or t e 1Y8eb ;,our he e d frotl about t he fir s t of 
the t 1r5 t Of Apri l . 

in lummer the~ dld not t a'", 
It JUl; t " eont done . ::"en 

.. (I Lath co:ra t ho !l onoo a k 
I'Inlh t hUr hn! .1 rtc e or 

r mor e t han Once a !!lOUth . I t ' 

J" n ne vor;,> c(lr11oe t titlU , "OClllll t'nd ohUd 
L· , pe r hsp6 t oo d I d 

o mos t or t hei r bUhll16 in t h 
b creek , 

but Ooat ot it WAS 
t ub or ~ - d " ,, 0:) ftil 

V/ (I t e r "'8 S h t 
ee e d in ke ttles and 

11 t tl e tack t o t nl:e n 
tUb . It 1'1'110 no 

ell.} th I 0 1'I'8S n 
i1e rellllOn 

USUl!lly t ho ~'Il' 
.It wne n t o done liny 

ba th , 

1.0 bo Ce rr i", 
~er h(ld 

1n tIll: t Ub wall 

o:te lle r • 
q Ui t e a 

d1stllllce . · B6t-h 1 nf' 

t he k l t cban find 

U8U811] 

(\87 lI :I' terlloonh 
8~ they 

per~Orl!:ed 1n 

~n Sat.ur_ 1'I':)u1d bo relldy tor 
churc): ill S 

Ilnday 
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/ lU!\'9 be cone educn te d to annl t.ht1on . Only th e luck of money 

or the la c\':. of sai'f lcl ont I"ster htn'e J:opt t hom trom having 

!!lore c':Idern fnoili ties . ¥arc liIeD 6t111 usc the old BI',jr.unln~ 

h~le 8!S a. bath tub , in SUr:m1er . j;:~ ~~t-b .... ~) 
.,/ ~~.zk-.,. M ~~ ~ ~ -'J 

fl---- Lf ked k ~ "7' ~. I wrot this only atter toli;ing v' i th mllny 

of t h e aliles t citizens of the county , 

though I was renred on 6. fare and have 

t6ugh t ill rural cO~1l:Iwlities therefore , 

I knew loefore I (.st theo ju~t !.bout 

. ""list I w:)u ld get for en cnewor . 
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